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La Serna graduate killed in South Africa
Stan Lynch dies in train accident
By Sandra T. Molina, Staff Writer

WHITTIER - A La Serna High School graduate was killed Tuesday in a train accident in South Africa.

Stan Lynch, 52, who was born and raised in Whittier and a member of La Serna's Class of '73, was struck by a train 

in Cape Town while taking photos, authorities said.

"He was wearing headgear and the crash of the waves probably obstructed his being able to hear the oncoming 

train," said Ron Spear, a friend of Lynch for 38 years.

The railway tracks run along the False Bay coastline, according to police spokesman Capt. Elliot Sinyangana.

Both Spear and Lynch attended La Serna and then Cal State Fullerton, where they planned on a future in law 

enforcement.

"We were on the same path, and then Stan took a turn into video," he said.

Lynch, who was a member of Delta Chi, went on to found New Vision International, a worldwide videography and 

photography business based in Hawaii.

"He had a real vision and had currently wrapped up work on a documentary on the 2004 tsunami disaster," Spear 

said. "Stan was planning to enter it in the Cannes Film Festival."

Lynch was on his way to Hawaii, where he has a home, when he got a call for an assignment in South Africa, Spear 

said.

The U.S. State Department notified Lynch's wife, 

Siphon, 32, at the couple's Las Vegas home.

"We are waiting word on when his body will be 

brought back home," said Spear, a sergeant in the 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Narcotics Bureau.

He remembered his friend as a good guy.

"We just clicked and he was my brother," Spear 

said.

Lynch is survived by his wife of one and a half 

years, his parents, William and Vera Lynch of Las 

Vegas, and sister Laura Medic of La Habra.

Memorial and funeral arrangements are pending.
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